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Note from the Director 
 

Greetings and welcome to the early fall edition of the VA Office of Tribal Government Relations 
(OTGR) newsletter.  This is a very special super combined edition that chronicles stories and events that 
occurred as the summer was winding down and as we moved into the brisk days of the new season.   
 

I would like to begin by sharing the sad news of the passing of three prominent Veteran advocates 
who informed, inspired and offered words of wisdom to VA leadership and our team over the years.  Jim 
Northrup, (Fond du Lac Band of Lake Superior Chippewa) a Marine Corps Veteran was a well-respected 
author and humorist who wrote of his experiences in Vietnam and life “on the rez,” Richard “Mokey” 
George (Yakama Nation) was an Army Veteran who served several terms on the Yakama Nation Tribal 
Council and served for many years on the Affiliated Tribes of Northwest Indians Veterans Committee and 
Jacob Littledave (United Keetoowah Band of Cherokee Indians) was a Marine Corps Veteran who also 
served on the UKB Tribal Council and worked for many years as a Tribal Veteran Representative.   We 
offer their families and friends our sincere condolences.   We are grateful for their service to our country 
and thankful that they continued to offer their considerable gifts and talents in service to our Veterans 
throughout their lives.   They were always engaged in current issues affecting or involving our Veterans 
in tribal communities and we will continue to be motivated to do and be our best through the example of 
their leadership. 
 

On the tribal consultation front, VHA presented to tribal leaders four questions regarding how 
VHA is purchasing care in the community from tribal health programs and is seeking input regarding 
what, if any, effect there may be if VHA initiates changes to the way it purchases care from the IHS and 
tribal health programs.  The comment period is open until November 5, 2016.  An in-person tribal 
consultation was held on September 28, 2016 in Washington D.C. at the National Museum of the 
American Indian.  Approximately 60 tribal leaders, tribal health organization representatives, 
congressional staff, tribal government advocates and representatives from the Indian Health Service 
(IHS) were in attendance.  Information on where to submit comments is contained here in the newsletter, 
but if you’d like to email me any questions directly, you may do so at: StephanieElaine.Birdwell@va.gov.   
 

On the travel and training forecast front, Ms. Mary Culley, our Tribal Government Relations 
Specialist for parts of the VA Continental and Southeast Districts will be joined by Clay Ward (our DC-
based OTGR Program Analyst) to participate in the upcoming United South and Eastern Tribes (USET) 
Annual Conference to be held the week of October 23, 2016 in Cherokee, North Carolina.  Mary and Clay 
also plan to meet with Eastern Band of Cherokee Indians tribal leadership and schedule site visits while 
they’re in the area.  Mary is also very busy working with 13 tribes in Oklahoma to host the 4th Inter-tribal 
Homeless Veterans Stand Down at the Cox Convention Center in down town Oklahoma City on Friday 
November 4.  This annual event serves many Veterans in need and is a great collaboration between the 
tribes, VA and IHS.  For more information about the event, contact Mary.Culley@va.gov. 
 

mailto:StephanieElaine.Birdwell@va.gov
mailto:Mary.Culley@va.gov
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In the meantime, way out west, Ms. Terry Bentley, our Tribal Government Relations Specialist for 
the Pacific and parts of the Continental District is participating in the Northwest Portland Area Indian 
Health Board meeting this week, offering VA updates to tribal health directors and towards the latter part 
of the month, she will present to the Portland Area IHS clinical directors during their quarterly meeting.   
On November 4, Terry (joined by senior officials and representatives from across VA and the state) will 
be supporting the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation Veterans Summit to be held in 
Warm Springs, OR.   
 

In the Midwest, this week Peter Vicaire travels to Palm Springs, CA to participate in the National 
American Indian Court Judges Association meeting.  Peter will be sharing information about resources 
available to tribal judges working with justice-involved Veterans.  Later this month, he travels to 
Manistee, MI to offer VA updates to the United Tribes of Michigan, a coalition of tribal leaders from all 12 
tribes in the state.   On November 11, I’ll be joining Peter for a Veterans Listening Session hosted by North 
Dakota Senator Heidi Heitkamp in New Town, North Dakota, headquarters of the Three Affiliated Tribes.   
 

Over in the Southwest, Homana Pawiki just finished supporting the National Congress of American 
Indians (NCAI) Annual Convention held in Phoenix, AZ and the National Indian Health Board Annual 
Consumer Conference, held in Scottsdale, AZ and is gearing up to assist with additional events coming up 
later this fall. 
 

These are “hot” items that our readers should be aware of that are coming up in the near term, but  
I would be remiss if I didn’t also mention some recent highlights including: ensuring IHS and tribal health 
partners are involved in the annual mental health summits each VA Medical Center convenes during the 
summer months; the Congressional staff delegation site visit to the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation in 
South Dakota that Peter Vicaire and other VA colleagues supported during the latter part of August; 
participation in the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma Veterans Benefits fair and the Chickasaw Nation 2nd 
Annual Veterans Conference; a series of planning meetings focused on coordinating a Veterans Summit at 
Navajo Nation; a Recognition of Tribal Organizations for the Representation of VA Claimants webinar 
with VA’s Office of General Counsel; convening of Camp Chaparral  Veterans at Yakama Nation; the 
National Gathering of American Indian Veterans in Wheaton, IL…the list goes on.  
 

Speaking of Camp Chaparral Veterans Camp, I had the honor of attending and participating in 
Camp this year.  What a remarkable, powerful and innovative partnership this is between the VA (VISN 
20), Yakama Nation, Tribal Veterans Representatives and tribal leaders from the Pacific Northwest.  The 
facilitators were outstanding and to see the level of bonding, respect and cross-cultural understanding 
that takes place over the course of a week participating in facilitator-led family groups discussing themes 
of PTSD, trauma, grief was a very humbling and affirming experience.  To hear about the sacrifice and 
healing our Veterans and their families work to achieve on a daily basis is wonderful.  I’m grateful to my 
family, leaders, Frank Cordero, Robert Jefferson, and Dottie Chamblin for the patience, compassion, 
wisdom and kindness extended to us during the course of the week.  I’m also thankful to our colleague, 
Terry Bentley, for the technical support and leadership she’s given to Camp all of these years; and of 
course to the Yakama Nation Veterans Office and the Yakama Nation for hosting  Camp.  I’m also thankful 
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for the Tribal Veterans Representatives who initiated and ultimately implemented the concept which has 
benefitted so many Veterans and providers along the way.  Camp Chaparral Veterans Camp has been 
ongoing for over 20 years, but it is also very exciting to see other tribes, particularly during the past 5 
years, move forward with establishing Tribal Departments of Veterans Affairs, expand partnerships with 
the VA in an effort to increase access to care and benefits for Veterans living in or near tribal 
communities, and to see more tribal governments strategically plan for the needs of their Veteran 
population - defining the top priorities for meeting the needs of Veterans as well as their families.   I look 
forward to seeing and facilitating support for more of this growth and emphasis on Veterans issues 
across tribal communities in the coming months and years. 
 

I’ll go ahead and close off here so you can start to “dig in” to the newsletter.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to call or email us at tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov.  
 
Happy Reading,  
 

 
Stephanie Birdwell    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tribalgovernmentconsultation@va.gov
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VA OTGR Executive Summary Report 2015: 
Engaging Indian Country, Serving Our Warriors 

 
VA’s Office of Tribal Government Relations (OTGR) has released its 2015 Executive 

Summary Report.  It is 40 pages long and can be read in its entirety at: 
http://www.va.gov/tribalgovernment/ You can also request a copy (via email) 

from Peter.Vicaire@va.gov   

 

 

http://www.va.gov/tribalgovernment/
mailto:Peter.Vicaire@va.gov
http://www.va.gov/TRIBALGOVERNMENT/docs/va_2015_executive_summary_report_508_forva.pdf
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Tribal Consultation ~ Care in the Community 
 

Here’s a notice in the Federal Register regarding a VA Tribal Consultation 
concerning “Care in the Community.”  Deadline for comments is November 5th, 2016    

 

 



 

6 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

National Gathering of American Indian Veterans 
 
“Trickster Art Gallery, in partnership with the Colonel Robert McCormick Cantigny Park (Wheaton, 
IL), hosted the Second Annual National Gathering of American Indian Veterans to: 1) Honor 
American Indian and other veterans for their service; 2) Educate people of the significant 
contributions American Indians have made and continue to make to the US military through service; 
3) Inform public and private entities of ways in which they can support the health and well-being of 
American Indian veterans; and 4) To plan for the 2020 National Gathering of American Indian 
Veterans to take place in D.C. during the unveiling of the Native Veterans Monument.  

The event reviewed and addressed data from the United States Department of Veteran Affairs’ 2014 
report which stated that American Indian/Alaskan Native Veterans (AI/AN), though the smallest 
racial group in U.S. demographics, at 17%, AI/ANs is the third largest minority group of veterans. 
Though they have served our country with great pride and honor, American Indian veterans trail 
behind their veteran peers in health, social and economic status as demonstrated by: 

 Highest poverty rate of any other minority veteran group 
 Lowest labor force participation rate than any other minority veteran group 
 Highest percentage of veterans accessing public aid for food 
 Highest rate of veterans without healthcare coverage 
 Highest percent of veterans with service-connected disabilities 
 Less likely to own their own home 

The three-day event (August 19, 20 and 21, 2016) was a tremendous success with a total of over 
1,300 people in attendance (90% were veterans and their families), including 98 American Indian 
veterans representing over 42 tribes and 18 Eagle Staffs carriers (this nation’s first flag), 465 non-
Native veterans, as well as other friends, family members, and supporters of all ages. There were 
521 male veterans, and 42 female veterans (38 of whom were Native Women veterans). Other 
Native Veteran guests of honor included Dan King (NCAI Veterans Committee Co-chair), Saginaw 
Grant (Korean war vet / Hollywood actor), Charles Norman Shay (WWII D-day survivor), and First 
Nation Women Warriors. Speakers and presenters included Lt. Col. Jon Sowards (Soldiers for Life), 
Peter Vicaire (VA Tribal Government Relations Specialist), Rear Admiral Steven C. Evans, Juanita 
Mullen (AI/AN Veterans Liaison), three VA hospitals, and 17 veteran service organizations. Master 
Sargent Leondra Felder, Deputy Chief of Veterans War Commemoration, came in from Washington 
D.C. to personally pin each Vietnam Veteran and to offer a welcome home.   Workshops and 
discussions covered topics such as culturally competent services, challenges and issues Native 
Veterans in particular face in accessing federal services and benefits. Participants had a rare 
opportunity to provide valuable feedback to federal and local health and benefit providers for 
improved outreach and services to Native Veterans. 
 
The Trickster Art Gallery strengthened connections with organizations such as the White House Civil 
Rights Commission, Pentagon Department of Defense, Smithsonian and the Veterans’ Administration 
in addition to individuals such as Tribal Chairs and Leaders. The event brought forth challenges and 
issues that will provoke lasting change in the way that American Indian veterans are honored and 
assisted by the military and this nation’s government. 
 
Though the event was a success, it warrants an annual meeting and progress check on proposed 
strategies; So save-the-date for our 3rd Annual National Gathering of American Indian Veterans: July 
21 - 21, 2017 at Colonel Robert McCormick Cantigny Park. For more information, pictures, videos 
and general veteran resources, please visit www.trickstergallery.com”  

https://www.flickr.com/photos/dodnewsfeatures/sets/72157673231195955
http://www.trickstergallery.com/
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Arizona Passes Legislation Returning State-Taxed 
Wages to Native American Veterans  

 
The Arizona House of Representatives passed a bill, H.B. 2323, which creates a 
($2,000,000) fund to compensate Native American veterans who were domiciled on tribal 
lands and had state income taxes improperly withheld while on active military service. The 
bill also establishes a process whereby Native American veterans in Arizona can recover 
those state income taxes that were withheld.  
 
You can read the 2013 NCAI Resolution here, which urges Congress to return these lost 
wages to those Native American veterans who were wrongly taxed.  This taxation 
happened for 24 years, from 1977 through 2001.  The State of New Mexico adopted similar 
legislation in 2008 but there are still 24 states remaining who have not returned these 
monies: Alabama; California; Colorado; Connecticut; Idaho; Iowa; Kansas; Louisiana; Maine; 
Massachusetts; Michigan; Minnesota; Mississippi; Montana; Nebraska; New Mexico; New 
York; North Carolina; North Dakota; Oklahoma; Oregon; Rhode Island; South Carolina; Utah 
and Wisconsin.  For more information on this issue, please contact Peter.Vicaire@va.gov   

 
Jim Northrup Passes Away 

Here an article that ran in Indian Country Today on August 2, 2016.   
Beloved Ojibwe Author, Poet, Marine Veteran Jim Northrup Walks On 

 
“Beloved Fond du Lac author Jim Northrup, who publicly revealed a terminal cancer 
diagnosis earlier this year, has walked on.  The Ojibwe author, poet, linguist, U.S. Marine 
and Vietnam War veteran worked hard to uphold Anishinaabe tradition throughout his 73 
years. His books and newspaper columns captured life on the rez as he took readers 
through various adventures both otherworldly and mundane. 
 
In his syndicated newspaper column, the Fond du Lac Follies, he would regale readers with 
tales from the life of fictional Luke Warmwater. Mentored by the likes of well-known 
Anishinaabe writers Gerald Vizenor and Louise Erdrich, Northrup produced books 
including Walking the Rez Road, Rez Road Follies, Anishinaabe Syndicated: A View from the 
Rez, Dirty Copper and Rez Salute: the Real Healer Dealer. 
 
Northrup spoke to the Duluth News Tribune earlier this year in bravely revealing that he 
was in the last stages of kidney cancer—which he suspected had stemmed from exposure 
to Agent Orange during his tour in Vietnam—and recounted a vision he had had on a 
previous occasion when he thought he was “circling the drain.” Paddling in a canoe, he 
heard voices, laughter and song from the other shore and went toward them—but was 
turned back. Not his turn. However, it left him with a sense of acceptance.  “I’ll tell you what 
I think,” he told the newspaper. “I am going to have a great time over there.”  As we mourn 
his passing, we can only hope he is indeed having a blast.” 

http://www.azleg.gov/legtext/52leg/2r/summary/h.hb2708_05-03-16_astransmittedtogovernor.pdf
http://www.ncai.org/resources/resolutions/improper-state-taxation-of-reservation-domiciled-servicemembers
mailto:Peter.Vicaire@va.gov
http://indiancountrytodaymedianetwork.com/2016/08/02/breaking-beloved-ojibwe-author-poet-marine-veteran-jim-northrup-walks-165338
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Honoring the Fallen and Healing Through a 
Traveling Museum 
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VA Reimburses $45 Million to IHS and Tribal Health 
Programs 

 
Tribal health clinics interested in entering into a reimbursement agreement with VA for 

serving veterans should send an initial note of interest to: tribal.agreements@va.gov 

                         

 

mailto:tribal.agreements@va.gov
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VA Report ~ Suicide Among Veterans 
 

VA’s Office of Suicide Prevention recently released a report: Suicide Among Veterans 
and Other Americans: 2001-2014.  It is 46 pages long and can be read in its entirety 

at: http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/2016suicidedatareport.pdf.   

 

 

http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/2016suicidedatareport.pdf
http://www.mentalhealth.va.gov/docs/2016suicidedatareport.pdf
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Telemedicine Use in Rural Native American 
Communities in the Era of the ACA 

 
Here’s an article which was published in the Journal of Medical Systems, J Med Syst 

(2016) 40:145.  It is 9 pages long and can be accessed in its entirety HERE.  
                         

 

http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/684/art%253A10.1007%252Fs10916-016-0503-8.pdf?originUrl=http%3A%2F%2Flink.springer.com%2Farticle%2F10.1007%2Fs10916-016-0503-8&token2=exp=1476467328~acl=%2Fstatic%2Fpdf%2F684%2Fart%25253A10.1007%25252Fs10916-016-0503-8.pdf%3ForiginUrl%3Dhttp%253A%252F%252Flink.springer.com%252Farticle%252F10.1007%252Fs10916-016-0503-8*~hmac=04ad7707e22129dfbc2f7d84560320ed828618ccc8830bda1d004249cec298ef
http://download.springer.com/static/pdf/684/art:10.1007/s10916-016-0503-8.pdf?originUrl=http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10916-016-0503-8&token2=exp=1476467488~acl=/static/pdf/684/art%3A10.1007%2Fs10916-016-0503-8.pdf?originUrl%3Dhttp://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10916-016-0503-8*~hmac=e3b0724aac71bdc02adcb1b57c04cfbc08602b38035eabb70bb4273b532cf9cc
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Free Veterans Treatment Court Training 
Apply Today 

Deadline: October 31, 2016 

 
NADCP’s Justice For Vets is pleased to announce applications are now being accepted to 
attend the only comprehensive Veterans Treatment Court training for new or planning 

jurisdictions. 
 

This three-day training is FREE, and has launched over 150 successful Veterans 
Treatment Courts. It provides everything you need to know to implement an evidence-

based and successful program. 

 90% of the communities that attend the training end up launching a program. 
 Justice For Vets staff and a cadre of treatment court practitioners work with 

selected teams to implement evidence-based practices, develop policy and 
procedure manuals, and build team unity. 

Sponsored by the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), U.S. Department of Justice and 
coordinated by Justice For Vets, the Veterans Treatment Court Planning Initiative is 
FREE to communities that qualify. Don’t miss this incredible opportunity to get your 

Veterans Treatment Court up and running! Learn more. 
 

Deadline to Apply is October 31, 2016. Space is limited – apply today. 
Questions about the Veterans Treatment Court Planning Initiative: 

 
Scott Swaim, Director, Justice For Vets, sswaim@justiceforvets.org 

 
David Pelletier, Project Director, Justice For Vets, dpelletier@justiceforvets.org 

  
 
 
 

 

http://cqrcengage.com/nadcp/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxLwVHWGZ-qKfqrWf5qz_cJRphnneS2TSStyCRwlbfEWQNxHu8Gj2n8OqLkE_eb1MxzjPM6ukElLdSxTBcKSkUlFpBL-v8fi7f57bMU1LBUj29XFly5X-4m7SCz4l9T3awfnzOj1Kkb_qeHYVLgcrVHKpeNltvXaKm_JLocvEW0GeYfzwvWSMEQr_knCvpjSHF&lp=0
http://cqrcengage.com/nadcp/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxbgetLuIRLtrRCheuaQPp_BCVQ06HqfYiqGZdFF3fmg-to08l-k8l8UxJRLx5KM_Fc3FyaNBvGY962iXCUSxADVyUJoXIgp7le000KlB1tBQKN7mHuzK_6i_l3AkwaGa9-5rD3Ctr2zDwo9tZ4QR7VA&lp=0
http://cqrcengage.com/nadcp/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxCogH-fnFlqrk1F8czh_qp1ZRcnFyOCFpv3MXyt-naF0ZkDoYCQbYt_iHG1LvHf41C-BDIIa-CjdGodEiLjWbJTmTE0YipE2AotnZrajhyO1t9jEbZMz-3Kl_65eysungOcdvrEqYk9j3Y1N9ISTnJYWbZbh6-jwa2g_YvnHGwv_mVDZ2KFJub7ZRE87TzWAS&lp=0
http://cqrcengage.com/nadcp/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxzs4TOrAUlFJwefftbnB-8Q-9P4Y8fGLJUytuARVo_rEnpnRuaXavSHqRGqSbnBUYfqrGCaHQB0VZz7vHy7PkO7BqSJkkCEZKmzgZ-c3C018Gln18K15iBZdrZsGz9j34Krr5Q4sjZBay3Jg11wjtk40SKyybM-j_AifnGuC4QoxlzbT6Cof36RjuQdipY6zp&lp=0
http://cqrcengage.com/nadcp/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxR7Qv4O5FiC5GRwSs3Y_rjagaywCByC6hcvsA0HWoMkhyTi43q26CSTX2H_cQ-aF446GQA8A-nupFYnOsNTKMi7GGNBDSqj4dQcXhDNcRWoQhr7ZHpQMJFgGcdbcaJVbsWlftI3IjbSWHAJDa9XtP-g&lp=0
http://cqrcengage.com/nadcp/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxOCdh0zbDbwZ5XN_dHiyFer7Y9y9ZvHygqKLZgivS0S2_940YTOLnbKloLmn19NK9b9sJy_Pgd8Ii_zxysW8X02XLvnui8N9fJi_X1h5jZlLUNHzErI7veTmgTw4rhoX5LFdSQNDRJEKhpeVX1CgZO-YuhA7cQl3lRCIBK1JTr_Jj1FzO7KmGA3lpfR5UpkzZ&lp=0
mailto:sswaim@justiceforvets.org
mailto:dpelletier@justiceforvets.org
http://cqrcengage.com/nadcp/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxLc6jX7bAEQo9-rWCsdHtm5VZ0veC6nf5MNJR9e4bo5E8zuddA88sQIYXYbOK_2MUWiUv6Y2RaKXij04-FlFsW03ofKHXI5JGUYNRNgamIyLq3wwWCxQ863cXrSx6owVlkoi8d8VSF3HsCGmPk9-8jQ&lp=0
http://cqrcengage.com/nadcp/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAxe9GcOxzVU-8u1wwIuIjvsi9fV8QtuDq1GAGL38dPUkXd5hd3VSeFTPX610jfbHzl0OgY98BTJ-2Zjw0WQs8h1eV-GH11oS7AXaQUU78vffhk4xOvcQ-r-jCKHB2v33-qb3-feWnyw5PIyaDAiooPAd3CJpifBV3uJp0ZuxnNuuU&lp=0
http://cqrcengage.com/nadcp/app/thru?ep=AAAAC2Flc0NpcGhlcjAx7f9Kp7adrykVcgq5On72f_s8M403AJHxfcpuCa-KaeFsgUqBgYslFoxZZ7p0yvHy2HYSHsffmRaNuJw1XanKvdXhWsVFLTg2H4VfQxG7Kp3IfKJoRJTpycjaUi-EqLJTavzbCwld3nuVXYe3YjN8DA&lp=0
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VA Resource Information 
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Tribal HUD-VASH Guide 
 

Here is the cover page for a 29-page guide that was recently released regarding the 
HUD-VASH on Tribal Lands Pilot Program.  It can be accesses HERE or you can 

contact Peter.Vicaire@va.gov to get a copy emailed. 

 

 

http://www.va.gov/homeless/docs/Tribal_HUD-VASH_Grants_Guide.pdf
mailto:Peter.Vicaire@va.gov
http://www.va.gov/homeless/docs/Tribal_HUD-VASH_Grants_Guide.pdf
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Vietnam War Commemoration 
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http://www.benefits.va.gov/HOMELOANS/nadl.asp
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OTGR Central Region 
(IA; MI; MN; MT; ND; NE; SD; WI; WY) 
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Lakota Guardsman Saluted For Service 
 

Here an article that ran in the Rapid City Journal on July 31, 2016.   
Lakota Guardsman Saluted for Service 

 
“Four core values of the Lakota oyati (people) are wisdom, respect, bravery and generosity.  
South Dakota National Guard comrades say Master Sergeant James Bad Wound of Rapid 
City displayed those principles in spearheading many projects to help build relationships 
between the Guard and Native American communities in South Dakota. 
 
Most recently, MSgt Bad Wound, a member of Joint Force Headquarters at Camp Rapid, 
served as chairman of the Guard’s Diversity Council subcommittee in charge of programs 
celebrating the contributions and legacy of Native American military code talkers.  Lakota 
soldiers were among Native American speaking their native language to foil enemy radio 
monitors during World War I and WWII. Their contributions gained congressional honors. 
 
Bad Wound’s committee focused on making sure the Lakota chapter of the code talkers’ 
story was told again and again across South Dakota. The ceremonies enlisted the help of 
family members who spoke of their akicita (defender-warrior) relative. “He led the 
committee as it formed, created and put on four ceremonies honoring code talker veterans 
from the nine Native American tribes located in South Dakota,” said 1st Lt. Carstin Jerzak, 
the state Guard’s equal employment manager. “He devoted his personal time and many 
hours to ensuring the celebrations depicted the history of the code talker legacy and 
honored veterans.” 
 
For his contributions dedicated to honoring the historic culture, which blends with the 
Guard’s mission and Department of Defense standards, Bad Wound recently won the 
Military Meritorious Service Award from the Society of American Indian Government 
Employees.  “It has been an honor to serve in the South Dakota National Guard for the past 
29 years,” said Bad Wound, who retired on April 30. “I have had many proud moments. The 
South Dakota National Guard helped me succeed in being able to serve my country and my 
family. I look forward to assisting Native American youth in joining the South Dakota 
National Guard and furthering their education.” 
 
Chief Warrant Officer 4 William White and Master Sergeant Edith Clemmons were finalists 
for the SAIGE Military Meritorious Service Award.  "These three individuals worked 
countless hours to personally ensure the veterans, tribes and code talker legacy was 
honored in a manner that was respectful and highlighted the duty, honor and selfless 
service of the code talker legacy, heritage and language," Jerzak said. "Their dedication to 
their heritage and families was evident in the respectful manner they displayed towards all 
personnel whom attended and they are to be commended for bringing forth awareness of 
this heroic and important part of heritage, not just for Native American people, but for all 
Americans."” 

http://rapidcityjournal.com/news/local/lakota-guardsman-saluted-for-service/article_e51e5eb1-b82f-5e7f-ad69-99257aa20a2c.html
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OTGR Southern Plains Region 
(KS; OK; TX ) 
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OTGR Southwest Region 
(AZ; CO; NM; UT) 
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OTGR Western Region 
(AK; CA; ID; NV; OR; WA) 
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